




A pproximately 18 enthusiastic battlefield 
trampers gathered on Saturday, September 
20, the exact same day of the week and date of 

the Battle of Shepherdstown, to wade the Potomac River 
at what is variously known as Boteler’s, Shepherdstown, 
or Pack Horse Ford.   It was a beautiful sunny, warm 
afternoon and the river was warm and clear.  Our hosts, 
Ed & Carol Dunleavy and the Shepherdstown Battlefield 
Preservation Association, drove us to the Maryland side 
of the ford where we disembarked.  After a bit of difficulty 
finding a clear path to the river we entered the water a bit 
downstream of the ford.  
	 Tom Clemens had given everyone a short 
introduction to the opposing forces and their intentions 
on September 20 1862.  Working our way upstream we 
quickly found the actual ford and bottom of the river was 
remarkably flat and shallow.  It was clear why this was a 
critical fording point on the river and why it was important 
for Lee’s army to cross their wheeled vehicles here.  
	 Ed Dunleavy, President of the Shepherdstown 
Battlefield Preservation Association,  met us on the (West) 
Virginia shore and led us upstream to the ruins of Boteler’s 
Cement Mill.  After a brief overview of the history of the 
mill we began to examine the remains of the stacks where 

the rocks for the cement were heated.  It was in these 
large chimney-like stacks that several members of the 118th 
PA Infantry took shelter, and where a short round from a 
Union gun entered one of the stacks killing some of those 
taking refuge there.    We then followed a path up the bluffs 
to a larger stack and a view of the river and remnants of the 
Cement Mill dam to show how the 118th’s retreat was so 
difficult.  

Continuing up the bluff we reached the crest and 
explored the location of Barnes’ brigade on the crest of the 
hill.  Although a modern house occupies part of the bluff, 
the terrain is clearly discernable and the obvious positions 
of the various Union regiments can be seen.  We could see 
the fields where A.P. Hill’s Confederates approached the 
position, and we could see the ravine which the 118th PA 
regiment descended. It was a rare and special treat to see 
this position, which is not available to most people.  

We then proceeded up the Trough (Charlestown) 
Road towards the Faraway Farm location.  We walked up 
to the house where we could see a shell protruding from 
the side facing the river, obviously from a Union gun across 
the river.  Although much remodeling has occurred, the 
farm remains intact and the terrain still illustrates the 
Confederate movements to the bluffs of the river.  It was a 
pleasant walk and a thought-provoking experience, one that 
everyone seemed to enjoy.  

The next stop was the Dunleavy’s home where we 
enjoyed a very pleasant evening of hamburgers, hot dogs, 
the appropriate side dishes, all washed down with soft 
drinks and some adult beverages.  It was quite a day, and 
the circumstances were ideal.  Our thanks go to the SBPA 
folks for hosting and driving everyone, and our donations 
raised over $300 for them.  It was a wonderful experience, 
and we can hope that it will be repeated. 
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Thanks to the generous donations from individuals and organizations from across the country, the fundraising effort to 
restore the 48th Pennsylvania Monument at Antietam National Battlefield is more than halfway to the goal of $6,800.00.  
As of December 3, 2008, the amount raised has reached $4,100.00.  Because of local and national press coverage, con-
tributions have arrived from individuals from Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, New Jersey, Illinois, Iowa, Idaho, 
California, Wisconsin, North Carolina, and Florida. Many of the contributors are descendants of soldiers who served in 
the 48th Pennsylvania, while several are direct descendants of Brigadier General James Nagle.  US Congressman Timothy 
J. Holden (D-PA) and PA State Representative David J. Argall (R-124th District) have sent in donations, as have several 
historical societies and other such organizations. 
 
John Hoptak, in partnership with the Western Maryland Interpretative Association, is seeking donations to replace the 
missing sword from the bronze statue of James Nagle, which is situated atop the 48th PA’s monument.  Artist and sculp-
tor Michael Kraus has agreed to sculpt the replacement sword as soon as the $6,800.00 goal has been reached.  The 
Western Maryland Interpretative Association has generously agreed to match all donations on a one-to-one basis. 
 
For more information on this effort, please visit www.amonumentaltask.blogspot.com 
 
There you will learn the progress of this undertaking and information on how you can donate. 

Contact:
John David Hoptak

124 Carlisle Street, Apt. 1 •  Getysburg, PA 17325
(717) 337-9388 • johnhoptak@hotmail.com


